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AFWA’s Climate Adaptation Surveys

Methods

o Implemented every 2 years

o15-20 questions

o Send to “Climate contact” in each 
state

o33 responses in 2014 and 2016 

States responding to the 2016 Climate Adaptation Survey

Questions in 3 Categories

o State climate adaptation activities

o State climate science needs

o Interaction with federal partners



What climate-related activities is your agency 
undertaking?



Has your agency incorporated climate 
adaptation in to any of the following OR Is your 

agency planning to incorporate climate adaptation 
in to any of the following:
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Effectiveness monitoring plans

Fisheries management plans

Species-specific management…

Land acquisition plans

Habitat management plans

Habitat restoration plans

Strategic plans

Land management plans

State Wildlife Action Plans



Did you address climate change in your revised 
State Wildlife Action Plan?

States in green 
addressed climate 
change (100%)

Territories that addressed climate change: Guam, Puerto Rico, 
Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas Islands, and Virgin Islands



Where does your agency get technical assistance 
for climate adaptation? 

1
1

2
3

4
7
7
7

8
8
8

9
11
11

12
13

14
19

20
21

Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units

Wildlife Conservation Society

Defenders of Wildlife

Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments…

USFS (other programs aside from R&D)

USGS (other programs aside from the CSCs and…

Other State F&W Agencies

Other Agencies/Programs within Your State…

USFWS (other programs aside from the LCCs)

Internally

State Climatologist

USFS Research and Development (regional…

National Climate Change and Wildlife Science…

NOAA (other programs aside from the RISAs)

NatureServe

National Wildlife Federation

The Nature Conservancy

Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCC)

Academia

Climate Science Centers (CSC)



Does your agency use tools and information 
generated by the DOI Climate Science Centers? 
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Have you or anyone on your staff interacted 
directly with the staff at your CSC? 
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Has anyone from your agency worked with 
CSC staff to set research priorities? 



What kind of products/information might assist 
your agency in climate adaptation work?
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Life History Information and Distribution for Rare Species

Risk Management and prioritization techniques

Training/ Education

Climate adaptation workbooks or templates

Facilitated conversations with climate scientists

Downscaled Global Climate Models

Synthesis reports of the latest climate science applicable to…

Biological Response Models

Scenario Planning or other Decision Support Tools

Climate Vulnerability Assessments

Guidance on incorporating climate adaptation

Examples of Successful Adaptation Strategies

Climate Impacts on Specific Species and/ or Habitats

Habitat Connectivity Information

Translating Data into a Format Relevant to Managers



Which thematic areas in climate science 
represent high priority research needs for your 

agency? 



What type of work would be required to develop 
your desired climate science outputs? 
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Citizen science

Intensive original research

Hosting workshops

Short term "consulting" or advice

Local training

Synthesis of what is known



Is your agency undertaking or encouraging climate 
change or climate adaptation training for staff? 
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Staff are required to take climate
change training

We have internal climate change
training available

Staff are encouraged to take climate
change training

Staff are not encouraged to take
climate change training

Climate change training is not available
to staff



What are the preferred mechanisms for accessing 
climate information and tools for your agency? 



Next Steps

Full report on regional results of the four AFWA regions

Presentations to the Climate Science Centers

Data and survey responses available to the NCCWSC and CSC 
community



Discussion

How to use this information?

Questions for future surveys?

Thank you!

Davia Palmeri, dpalmeri@fishwildlife.org


